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of her. She was bathing in the river when one of her attendants
whispered that one of the young chiefs was spying on her.
"Where is he?"
" In that bamboo clump, madam. What shall I do?"
4'Do nothing."
She came out of the water and instead of resuming her clothes, she
walked proudly past the bamboos and up the bank. The man under-
stood the insult. It meant that she regarded him as a pig, before whom
one does not feel shy. The story, spread far and wide by her
attendants, humiliated him so deeply that he left the province.
Only once did her composure leave her. The captain of a man-of-
war invited the Chiefs to tea on his ship and arranged to explode a
mine for their edification. After tea Lady Thakombau, being the
personage of the highest rank, was invited to touch the electric button
which was to cause the explosion. She laid a taper finger on the button
with studied carelessness and slowly pressed it. Hell broke loose two
cables' length from the ship, but I was watching her face. It froze and
turned to ice: a greenish pallor spread over it and the cold sweat of
extreme fear broke out on her forehead. But she kept her attitude of
aloof dignity notwithstanding.